Tuberculosis infection control in resource-limited settings in the era of expanding HIV care and treatment.
The opportunities for human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) care and treatment created by new treatment initiatives promoting universal access are also creating unprecedented opportunities for persons with HIV-associated immunosuppression to be exposed to patients with infectious tuberculosis (TB) within health care facilities, with the attendant risks of acquiring TB infection and developing TB disease. Infection control measures can reduce the risk of Mycobacterium tuberculosis transmission even in settings with limited resources, on the basis of a 3-level hierarchy of controls, including administrative or work practice, environmental controls, and respiratory protection. Further research is needed to define the most efficient interventions. The importance of preventing transmission of M. tuberculosis in the era of expanding HIV care and treatment in resource-limited settings must be recognized and addressed.